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A Participating in the State Scholars Initiative (SSI)
(22 states in 2006)

A Completing coursework option: 4 years of English; 3 years of
mathematics (including algebra | and higher); 3 years of
science (including at least 2 of biology, chemistry, physics);

3 years of social studies; and 1 year of a language other than
English

A Passing at least two AP courses (3+) or IB courses (4+)

A Completing an existing advance, honors, or other approved
program (40 states)



APurposes

0 ACG Encourage low-income high school students to take
challenging courses and thus increase their likelihood
of going to college and succeeding

0 SMART Encourage students to pursue certain majors
considered in high demand in the global economy
(mathematics, science, engineering, technology, and
certain languages critical to the national interest)

AFirst Awards: 2006i 07 academic year

AWill end after 20101 11 unless reauthorized



A Grant amounts

0 ACG
A$750 for 1st year; $1,300 for 2nd year

0 SMART Grant
A$4,000 in each of 3rd and 4th years

A Eligibility criteria for either grant
0 Qualify for a Pell Grant
0 U.S. citizen
d Enroll full time

0 Degree program at 2- or 4-year institution



AACG

0 Recent high school graduate (for first year)

o0 Complete a rigorous high school program

0 Earn a 3.0 GPA for first year to get grant renewed

ASMART Grant
o0 Major in eligible field

0 Take course in that field each term
0 Maintain 3.0 GPA



A Evaluate the impact of the ACG and SMART Grant programs

A First-year activities
0 Examined implementation issues

0 Assembled and compared information on rigorous high school
programs in each state

0 Examined participation in the first year of the grant programs:
20061 07

0 Used historical data to develop estimates of the numbers of
students who would have been eligible for the grants at various
times (had the grants existed then)

0 Investigated state longitudinal data systems that tracked
students from secondary through postsecondary education



ARequiring recipients to meet minimum GPA to-get
and keep awards fundamentally altered-federal
government's historical approach to need -based aid

ARestricting access to full -time students in degree
programs limited availability to narrow slice-of low: -
Income families

ALi mi-ting to students in.ori
federal role-In high school policy making.



A Negotiated rulemaking sessions were held in winter and
spring of 2007.

A Since then, ED has responded to several of the
st akehol derso - -concerns by mod
possible

A Recent legislation (HR 5715) modified the program, thus
addressing some of the earlier concerns




APurpose of program generally applauded

AConception and design criticized:
0 GPA requirement difficult for student aid office to verify

0 Defining a rigorous high school program reguirement poses
complex implementation problems

0 Mandatory institutional participation was: difficult in first
year because of confusion about requirements

0 Restriction to students in academic programs excluded some
certificate students




AMinimum GPA requirement for sophomores, juniors,
and seniors

AExcluded students who are:
o Part-time
0 Non-citizens

0 Certificate -seeking

ALimited to students who complete a rigorous high
school program




