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Who We Are

Ã Amy Topper

Ä Achieving the Dream Data Coordinator

Ä Round 3, 4 and 2009 Cohort colleges

Ä Contributing Data Notesauthor

Ã Elif Bor

Ä Achieving the Dream Data Coordinator

Ä Round 1, 2 and 2009 Cohort colleges

Ä Works with the longitudinal extract



Who Are You ?

Ã Group Introductions

Ä Institution

Ä Round

Ä Position

Ä Role in the Achieving the Dream Initiative 

Âi.e., director of institutional research,  professor,  research 

analyst

Ä Do you currently use the reports offered on the web 

submission site?



JBL Associates, Inc.

Ã Over 20 years experience

Ä Quantitative/qualitative analysis

Ä Student access and persistence research

Ä Strategic planning

Ä Financial analysis

Ã Collect for and maintain initiative-wide database

Ã Manage web submission site

Ä www.dreamwebsubmission.org

Ã Produce reports and data tools for colleges



Objectives

Ã Data collected by the Initiative

Ã Discuss data reports and tools

Ä Frequency, edit, and flag reports

Ä Annual Data Profiles

Ä Data Notes 

Ä Data Notes Companion Figures

Ã Interpreting the data

Ä Sample scenarios

Ã Working with your data

Ä Hands-on activity

Have a question?



Your Achieving the Dream Data

Ã Student demographics

Ä i.e., gender, birth year, race/ethnicity

Ã Studentõs high school experience

Ä i.e., HS diploma year, HS GPA

Ã Previous college experience

Ä i.e., Credit transfer, GPA transfer, highest degree 

Ã Developmental education test, results and placement data

Ä i.e., Tests taken, test results, level of placement

Ã Term by term activity in your college

Ä i.e., Credits attempted, credits earned, GPA



Why Are Data Important?

Ã Every decision that happens in the world is based on some 

data

Ã At your institution:

Ä What is the student profile at your institution?

Ä How is your institution doing relative to other AtD colleges? 

ÄWhere does your institution stand in terms of AtDõs main 

goals?

good



Ã Defines and helps you understand problem areas

Ä Are there students needing remedial education at your institution?

Ä Are they completing these courses successfully?

Ä Is the persistence rate low?

Ä Are the programs you currently have in place successful? 

ÂAnd, who are they successful for?

Why Are Data Important?



Why Are Data Important?

Ã Helps you test your assumptions and hypothesis

Ä Are there indeed achievement gaps between particular groups of 

students?

Ã Are you making progress?

Ä Is the persistence rate increasing?

Ä Are there more students completing developmental math?



What tools are available?

Ã Achieving the Dream Web Submission Site

Ä www.dreamwebsubmission.org

Ã Reports and Tools

Ä Edit & frequency & flag reports 

Ä Annual Data Profiles

Ä Data Notes Companion Figures

Ã Frequency and edit reports are available for each file

Ã All other reports are available under the òReportsó tab on 
the web submission site.

http://www.dreamwebsubmission.org/


Frequency Reports

Ã Summarize and organize the data

Ã Provide numbers and percentages for each variable 

submitted

Ã Used to identify errors or inconsistent data

(Source: The Cartoon Guide To Statistics. Larry Gonick & Woollcott Smith, 1993.)



Flag Reports

Ã Indicate potential logic errors in your data

Ã Do not always indicate data that are wrong

Ä i.e.,  test not taken, grade given 

Ã Common errors 

Ä i.e., Duplicates, missing student records, placement test 

inconsistencies 



Ã Provide cross-tabulations of your data

Ä i.e. number of credits attempted and completed by race

Ã Can be used to identify data inconsistencies or errors.

.

Edit Reports



Edit Reports

Percentage of 2008 cohort students attempting 

and completing developmental math by race in 

2008-2009
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Annual Data Profiles (ADPs)

Ã Series of eight different reports focused on the 

Initiativeõs five main goals

Ä Number and percentage of students attempting and 

completing developmental math, English, and reading

Ä Number and percentage of students attempting and 

completing gatekeeper math and English

Ä Number and percentage of students persisting

Ä Number and percentage of students completing a credential 

or transferring



Annual Data Profiles

Ã 3 levels of aggregation 

1. Institution level

2. Summary reports for each Round

Â Allow colleges to compare their institutionsõ data to that of other 

colleges that joined the initiative at the same time

3. Summary reports for various peer groups

Â Allow colleges to compare themselves to a group of institutions 

based on similar characteristics

Â Locale

Â % part-time

Â % Hispanic

Northampton Community 

College uses their ADPsin 

presentations to their Board 

of Trustees



ADP Example 1: Developmental Math 

Completion by Attendance Status
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ADP Example 2: Persistence

Achieving the Dream Database v201001
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Data Notes Companion Figures

Ã Initiative-wide report

Ã Individual institution reports

Ã Allow colleges to compare themselves to initiative-wide 

outcomes

Several colleges have 

produced their own Data 

Notes newsletters using 

their Companion Figures 

data.


